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City of St. Louis Sustainability

For the most current examples, updated tools, 
and information, visit the City’s Sustainable 
Neighborhood Initiative website: 

SUSTAINABLENEIGHBORHOOD.NET

DESCRIPTION
:HDWKHUL]DWLRQ�RU�ZHDWKHUSURRÀQJ�LV�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�SURWHFWLQJ�D�EXLOGLQJ�
and its interior from the elements, particularly from sun, rain, and wind 
to reduce energy use and lower energy costs. In the US, buildings use 
RQH� WKLUG� RI� DOO� HQHUJ\� FRQVXPHG�� VR� LPSURYLQJ� HQHUJ\� HIÀFLHQF\� LQ�
buildings can have a great impact on overall energy consumption. Home 
weatherization is supported by many organizations nationally and locally. 
Organizing a block, street, or neighborhood to create a holistic and 
HIIHFWLYH�SURJUDP�ZLOO�EULQJ�EHQHÀWV� WR� LQGLYLGXDO�KRPHRZQHUV�DQG� WKH�
neighborhood as a whole. 

NEIGHBORHOOD BENEFITS

Environmental
• ,QFUHDVHG�DZDUHQHVV�RI�ZHDWKHUL]DWLRQ�DQG�LWV�EHQHÀWV�
• Reduced energy consumption associated with heating and cooling
• Reduced energy demands and decreased stress on the power grid
• Reduced air pollution associated with power plant emissions

Social
• Shared knowledge of weatherization tips and practices
• Lower-income families protected from rising energy prices
• Lower-income families have more free income to spend elsewhere 

or on other necessities
• Stronger community relationships 

Economic
• Reduced utility bills associated with heating and cooling
• Increased available income to be saved

RELATED TOOLS
When paired with other tools, hosting a weatherization workday can 
FRQWULEXWH� WR�D�PRUH�HIÀFLHQW��KROLVWLF��DQG�HQHUJ\� VDYLQJ�QHLJKERU-
KRRG�� 7KLQN� DERXW� ORFDO� SURVSHULW\�� HQHUJ\� HIÀFLHQF\�� DQG� KHDOWK\�
communities. Try combining this tool with:

• Secure Vacant Buildings
• Preserve Existing Buildings
• Hold a Neighborhood Energy Challenge
• Create a Cool or White Roofs Program

EXAMPLES
Rebuilding Togehter, St. Louis, MO
Host volunteer-run bi-annual rehab and weatherization workdays for senior 
and disadvantaged homeowners. 

World Changers St. Louis, St. Louis, MO
$�QRQ�SURÀW�SURYLGLQJ�KRPH�UHSDLUV�WR�ORZ�LQFRPH�UHVLGHQWV�RI�WKH�&LW\���

Habitat for Humanity Old North Weatherization Workshop, St. Louis, MO
$�IUHH������ZRUNVKRS�RQ�ZLQWHU�ZHDWKHUL]DWLRQ�DQG�HQHUJ\�HIÀFLHQF\�

CONDUCT A WEATHERIZATION TRAINING PROGRAM

Urban League weatherization crew replacing a furnace

Minority Contractors Institute meeting about weatherization, 
Old North St. Louis, MO

Volunteer with Rebuilding Together repairing a window

0LVVRXUL�(QHUJ\�(IÀFLHQF\�)RUXP
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Installation of a new window by Rebuilding Together volun-
teers

RELATED SUSTAINABILITY PLAN CATEGORIES
This tool supports the following goals and 
strategies:

Urban Character, Vitality & Ecology
Strategies B7-Encourage communities to improve 
their own neighborhood; F1-Preserve and reuse 
buildings as a means of achieving sustainability; 
F4-Protect historic residential and commercial 
properties vulnerable to foreclosure, tax forfeiture, 
or demolition; F5-Promote redevelopment of 
historic homes and commercial properties; F8-
Promote public engagement in the historic 
preservation movement; G6-Experiment with 
new ways to raise funds and build partnerships 
to build sustainable and affordable housing; 
H8-Enhance community cleaning and 
EHDXWLÀFDWLRQ�HIIRUWV�

Infrastructure, Facilities & Transportation
Strategies: G2-Strive for the highest levels 
RI� HQHUJ\� HIÀFLHQF\� DQG� PD[LPL]H� WKH�
deployment of clean energy solutions in 
buildings.

Education, Training & Leadership
Strategies: E1-Educate and empower citizens in 
methods of being environmentally sustainable.

Prosperity, Opportunity & Employment
Strategies: B2-Encourage small scale 
redevelopment and economic incentives. 

GET STARTED

1. Research Speak with environmental experts, building contractors, 
and residents to determine realistic goals and budgets for the 
homes in your area. 

2. Collaborate Work with existing programs that focus on weatherization 
DQG�HQHUJ\�HIÀFLHQF\�VXFK�DV�WKH�Urban League of Metropolitan St. 
Louis, the Community Action Agency of St. Louis County, Laclede 
Gas, Ameren, Rebuilding Together St. Louis, the Affordable Housing 
Commission, and the MO Department of Natural Resources. These 
organizations may be able to give you advice on executing your 
project, suggest opportunities for obtaining funding, and describe 
how to take advantage of federal tax credits.

3. Collaborate Work with architects and contractors who have 
H[SHULHQFH�LQ�GHVLJQLQJ�HQHUJ\�HIÀFLHQW�KRPHV��([SHUWV�ZLOO�NQRZ�
KRZ�WR�LQVWDOO�HQHUJ\�HIÀFLHQW�PDWHULDOV�FRUUHFWO\�DQG�EH�VXUH�\RX�
are maximizing the investment in your home.

4. Permit Once your proposed design is complete, get the proper 
permissions and permits necessary for construction through the 
Building Division. 

5. Prepare Collaborate with neighbors on purchasing raw materials 
for your project. If one resident needs to buy insulation, most likely 
others do too; and you may be able to save money by buying these 
materials in bulk or by reducing shipping costs. Approach construction 
good supply stores such as Lowe’s or Home Depot to see if there are 
GLVFRXQWV�DYDLODEOH�WR�QHLJKERUKRRG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�RU�QRQ�SURÀWV��RU�LI�
they will sponsor your workday event with supply donations. 

6. Fund Visit Set the PACE St. Louis to learn about possible funding 
opportunities.

7. Work Take advantage of the labor pool of your neighborhood by 
determining what skills are available and see if members of your 
community are willing to volunteer or provide services at a low 
cost. Host an installation workday where neighbors of all ages help 
each other complete weatherization projects and learn about the 
EHQHÀWV�RI�PDNLQJ�EXLOGLQJV�ÀW�IRU�WKHLU�HQYLURQPHQW���%H�DZDUH�WKDW�
you may need to hire experts to do work that requires expertise, 
specialized tools, or may be unsafe to complete on your own.

OPPORTUNITIES

1. Document and Publicize Discuss energy savings with your neighbors 
and encourage others to take advantage of the cost reduction 
DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�EHQHÀWV�RI�VHOHFWLQJ�HQHUJ\�HIÀFLHQW�SURGXFWV�
and weatherizing their home. Document your reduction in energy 
costs and share the data with your neighbors.

2. Create a Tour Consider starting a guided or self-guided walking 
tour of your neighborhood, highlighting to visitors how easy it can 
EH�WR�XSGDWH�WKHLU�KRPHV�WR�EH�HQHUJ\�HIÀFLHQW�


